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Sorry, no early out coming soon
David Fink, director of the Office of State Employer, put out the attached email
message July 10.

“The State of Michigan is NOT planning to offer another early out retirement
package. Contrary to the widespread rumors, nobody is planning a new early out –
not the Office of the State Employer, not the Budget Office, not the Governor’s
Office and not the Office of Retirement Services.

“In recent days there has been a tremendous amount of uninformed speculation on
this subject, but there is not a shred of truth to this rumor. We are still working
hard to recover from the significant reduction in our workforce caused by the last
early out. We are not considering another one.

“Quashing a rumor is difficult, particularly when some people want it to be true.
Please help us spread the truth.”
David Fink, Director
Office of the State Employer

My turn
By Nannette M. Bowler, Director
Family Independence Agency

You may already have heard about the Children’s Action Network or its acronym
CAN. This initiative of Governor Jennifer M. Granholm is aimed at improving priority
schools in the state by increasing math and reading levels. The FIA role in this
project is in the developmental stages and will be carried out through a Project
Zero-like partnership that includes schools, local health agencies, Michigan State
Housing Development Authority, Michigan departments of Career Development,
Information Technology, Corrections and Community Health, the Family
Independence Agency and local partners.

In the beginning nine county FIA offices – Berrien, Calhoun, Genesee, Ingham,
Kent, Macomb, Muskegon, Saginaw and Wayne – will be involved with 17 local
school districts. There are about 200 other priority schools in the state identified so
far, and the project could in time be rolled out to these schools. The objective is to
provide services to families through the schools or a site near the school. The FIA
anticipates stationing at least one staff person in each school district for the
purpose of providing assessment and services.

Local FIA offices have led the planning effort and are working with school districts
and partner agencies in an effort to get the project started early in the 2003-04
school year. FIA offices are developing plans that identify partners and their roles.
FIA outstate offices have met with school districts and organized local meetings I
attended with the state Head Start director.

Children’s Action Network is an exciting school-linked model that will improve
school outcomes by improving services to families. In addition to the long-term
goals of improved reading and math scores, we expect families that receive
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services through the network will be more involved with their local schools, their
children will have less stress and more structure in their lives, and they will have
improved school attendance. I hope you join me with enthusiasm for this new
project, which you will be hearing more about in the near future.

FIA people
FIA director Nannette Bowler announced the appointment of Bo Dimitroff as
director of FIA Office of Human Resources and Equal Employment Opportunity,
effective July 16. “Dimitroff comes to this position with considerable experience in
human resources and organizational development including, most recently, as
president of Impact Leadership International,” Bowler said. Dimitroff
was vice-president of human resources at Rock Financial in
Bingham Farms, Mich. He was previously director of corporate
planning and administration at Mazda North America, director of
human resources and administrative services at Nissan Research
and Development, and vice-president of human resources and chief
quality improvement Officer at Philips Lighting Company.

Governor Jennifer Granholm announced the appointment of Patrick Cannon as
disability policy advisor June 30. Cannon is director of Michigan Commission fo the
Blind, a unit administered through the FIA, and was director of Michigan
Commission on Disability Concerns for 10 years before that. He has served on the
U.S. Access Board since 1995 and chaired the board in 1997-98. As advisor to the
governor, Cannon will work with the disability community to design creative
solutions to challenges and barriers facing Michigan citizens with disabilities.

FIA executive assistant Jocelyn Vanda  announced the appointment of Duncan
Wyeth as executive director of the Michigan Commission on Disability Concerns,
effective Aug 4. Wyeth has been acting director for the Northern Michigan Alliance
for Independent Living in Traverse City. He was previously director of Michigan
Rehabilitation Services’ Client Assistance Program in Michigan Department of
Career Development. Wyeth has served on the Michigan Developmental Disabilities
Council, Michigan ADA Steering Committee and the United Cerebral Palsy
Association board of directors.

FIA director Bowler announced the appointment of Kathryn Fehrman as deputy
director of the Service Delivery Administration, effective July 1. Fehrman was an
assistant prosecutor in the Saginaw County Prosecutor’s office
and has been an attorney 20 years. She specialized in children’s
law the past 11 years. “I look forward to working with staff and
having input into policies and procedures that will have a positive
impact on the lives of children, adults and families,” Fehrman
said. The Service Delivery Administration oversees child and adult
services and cash assistance programs administered by the
agency.

Tawnya Stock, a 13-year employee with Tuscola County FIA in Caro, was
awarded one of four Tuscola “Stars” awards during a community ceremony in April.
Stock was winner of the “Above and Beyond Star” award. “Stock has participated in
Project Zero, Tuscola County Child Abuse and Neglect Council, Christmas In July,
Immunizations Action Coalition and Community Health Assessment,” the Tuscola
County Advertiser said April 16. Stock is a member of the Human Services
Coordinating Council, Strong Families/Safe Children and wraparound programs in
Tuscola County. The awards were given to local “stars” based on nominations from
peers in the community. The program is organized by Tucsola County Community
Foundation and the Tuscola County Human Services Coordinating Council.

Bo Dimitroff

Kathryn Fehrman

mailto:vandesandel@michigan.gov
mailto:dobys@michigan.gov
mailto:flukerr@michigan.gov
mailto:gibsons2@michigan.gov
mailto:hornj@michigan.gov
mailto:scramml@michigan.gov
mailto:noonang@michigan.gov
mailto:swang@michigan.gov
mailto:trivedip@michigan.gov


Letters policy
“Intercepted letters” is one of the
most popular features in FIA Icon
online. Correspondence submitted
for publication must have the
approval of the author in order to
be printed. Unsigned letters and
signed correspondence
requesting the author’s identity be
hidden will not be published.

Correspondence from FIA
customers or service applicants
must be accompanied by a
signed Consent for Publication
form. This self-explanatory form
can be downloaded from the MS
Word template as form 0199.dot
The consent form must include
the names of other family
members cited in the letter.
When correspondence comes
from a minor, a parent must give
approval by signing the consent
form. When the author is not an
FIA customer or service applicant,
rules of courtesy apply and the
author should verbally approve
your decision to publish before
correspondence is submitted.

Intercepted letters
Date: June 26
To: Laura Linebaugh
Subj: Jean Hose and Molly Brown

I had a meeting with (FIA director) Nannette Bowler last night. In this
meeting I informed her that there are two FIA workers that need to be recognized.
First is Jean Hose  of Saginaw for the following reasons: Jean is willing to work
together for the betterment of the child. She is very involved with her kids and wants
to be part of the meetings, IEPs, gives input, listens to my opinion as a surrogate
and respects it, calls and wants updates and if something is not being done for a
child, she makes it happen. As a surrogate parent for two of her children it has
been a real pleasure working with Jean.

The second is Molly Brown of Clinton County. Molly is very involved with
her kids as well. I can honestly say she holds the same qualities as Jean. Now
you might think this is the way caseworkers should be doing their job. However I
have 18 MCI wards and only these two caseworkers have been involved with the
educational process of their children. That’s what makes them stand out.
Bambi Marshall, surrogate parent
Grand Rapids
n Jean Hose of Saginaw County FIA and Molly Brown of Clinton County FIA are
social services specialists. An IEP is an individual education plan. MCI is the
Michigan Children’s Institute, a unit of the FIA that is the temporary parent of state
wards assigned to this agency. Laura Linebaugh – who submitted this letter –
works for FIA director Nannette Bowler.

Date: June 20
To: Vicki Weller, Manager

SWSS Application Team
Subj: Mark Pullano

Having just six days left until retirement, I have been writing “thank you”
notes to many people within the system who have helped me along the way. There
were none more helpful than (Mark Pullano).

I had the pleasure of serving on an ASCAP test committee led by Mark for
several months followed by his provision of technical assistance after the
application rollout. This man’s talents are unsurpassed in so many areas I just do
not know where to begin.

His enthusiasm and positive attitude toward  his work are contagious, and
that alone would be of great value to the organization. Project leadership, managing
others of multiple disciplines, and managing conflicts along the way also appeared
pretty routine for him. In the end, for me and my workers at the local office level,
Mark’s keen abilities to troubleshoot and diagnose problems with the application’s
early operation were invaluable in keeping us afloat.

Mark’s cool head under pressure, his desire and willingness to extend
himself to the service of others, and his just plain kind and gracious mannerism
made him a delight to all of us.
Charles M. Audy
Adult Services Program Manager
Kent County FIA, Grand Rapids
n Mark Pullano is an information technology analyst for Department of Information
Technology working on FIA projects. SWSS is an FIA application that supports
services specialists. Keep reading for more information on ASCAP.



Date: June 18
To: FIA Icon Online
Subj: Worker safety

I read the article ‘Worker Safety Summit’ and clicked the link to view the
Worker Safety Chronology in the June 16, 2003 edition of the FIA ICON Online. I
would like to inform you of an additional worker safety feature implemented with the
statewide rollout of the Adult Services Comprehensive Assessment Program
(ASCAP) in October 2002.

The purpose of this feature is for adult service workers to record activities
that would prevent or inhibit them from making a safe home call. For example, a
customer may be known to act inappropriately with a worker of one or both sexes,
a customer may have guns at home, or a customer may have a mean dog in the
yard that needs to be restrained. The workers are able to activate or deactivate the
safety feature as needed.

The safety feature highlights a “traffic signal” icon:
n Green means there are no worker safety problems that would prevent a safe
home call.
n Red means that there are active worker safety problems that staff should review
prior to making home calls to determine a course of action.
n Yellow means that there are inactive worker safety issues that staff should
review prior to making a home call.

Additionally, when adult services staffers access the case record on
ASCAP, the customer’s name is highlighted in red and the status of the worker
safety indicator is displayed.

This icon is customer-related. Any adult service worker may record a
safety issue and all staff can view it statewide.

Prior to the implementation of the restructured ASCAP, staff kept this
information in the paper file that was primarily inaccessible to others throughout
the state. Staff was directed to record all of their safety problems onto the new
computer system so that the information can be shared by all.

Mark Pullano and I developed this safety feature. Please contact me for
further information.
Pat Bailey, Automation Coordinator
FIA Office of Adult Services, Lansing
BaileyP2@michigan.gov

My great customer
By Lisa M. Montalto, Children’s Services Specialist
Macomb County FIA-Mt. Clemens
MontaltoL@michigan.gov
I wanted to share a success story, of a parent – Sabrina Reddington – who
substantially completed her Parent-Agency Agreement in one year’s time while
battling a severe case of Multiple Sclerosis. I want to commend her publicly as we
have several parents who make several excuses as to why they cannot address
the barriers that brought their children into care. They continue to argue that the
children’s services system is unfair and unjust.

The Macomb County referee who handled this case was commending her to no
limit throughout the duration of the case. The former worker reported that this case
was one of the most pleasant cases to have from day one and there were never
any problems.

I feel this story should be shared for everyone as all children’s services employees
love to hear success stories. I feel this one is particularly special as Sabrina
Reddington had so much will, dedication and determination to have custody of her
child returned to her despite battling MS.

Legislation
will help
Medicaid
recipients with
disabilities
Gov. Jennifer M. Granholm signed
legislation July 2 that allows
persons with disabilities to work
and save for retirement without
fear of losing their Medicaid
coverage. The new law could
benefit 140,000 Michigan
residents with disabilities whose
income and assets exceed the
eligibility threshold for Medicaid.

“The law allows our workers with
disabilities to put money into
savings and work to their heart’s
content,” said Granholm. “No
longer will people have to choose
between a dignified working life
and the benefits they need and
deserve.”

Currently, disabled persons
whose annual income exceeds
approximately $22,500 lose their
health benefits under the state
administered Medicaid program.
When it takes effect Jan. 1, 2004,
the law will allow individuals to
accumulate assets or save for
retirement without losing their
Medicaid eligibility.

Michigan’s Social Welfare Act is
amended to allow Medicaid
enrollees with disabilities to earn
up to their potential, accumulate
assets up to $75,000, and save
without limitation for their
retirement, IRA and 401K
accounts. The state will collect
premiums on a sliding scale
based on annual income for those
recipients who earn more than the
current cut-off point of $22,500.
The premiums will offset the
state’s cost for providing benefits
for those eligible under the law.
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FIA employees in unusual situation
Three state employees – two from the FIA and a spouse – worked together

to help a seriously ill child and his family.
FIA chief deputy director Don Weatherspoon, Michael Keck – a parole

supervisor at Michigan Department of Corrections – and his wife, Malynda Little,
a financial analyst in FIA Office of Child Support, worked together to provide
“Spartan spirit” for the youngster.

“Don Weatherspoon and my husband are the ‘brains’ behind this
endeavor,” said Little. Keck started the chain of events by asking for help from
Weatherspoon.

“I was wondering if you could give me some assistance,” he said in an e-
mail message. “Friends of ours, former Spartans also, have twin eight-year-old
boys. Unfortunately, one has developed Leukemia.

“He is currently at U of M Hospital, having his bone marrow transplant. He
will probably be there for the next two months, if things go well. I would like to try
to make arrangements to make him feel a little bit better.”

Keck’s idea was to work on the age old Michigan State University-
University of Michigan rivalry.

“He (Kyle – the boy with leukemia) is an avid MSU fan,” Keck said. “He is
unfortunately surrounded by Wolverines. They have even bound and gagged his
stuffed Sparty doll that he has in his room.

“I was wondering if you know anyone I could talk to, to see if I could get
Sparty and maybe (MSU men’s basketball) Coach (Tom) Izzo and a few players to
go and visit him in Ann Arbor.”

Weatherspoon, an MSU graduate who played football for the green and
white, worked with Izzo to acquire a signed basketball and two signed hats for the
boy and his brother (see photo).

The MSU Alumni Association arranged for Sparty, the MSU mascot, to
make a visit and deliver the memorabilia. The boys’ mother posted this on her
family web site June 29:

“This morning has been full of Spartan spirit as Kyle received a surprise
visit from Sparty! Sparty had to duck to enter his room because he was so tall in
his splendid green and white garb and he was so animated and full of life. Kyle
played the MSU fight song while he sent spirits soaring. (Our doctor), a U. of M.
diehard, met Sparty and introduced him to his young sons.

“Sparty voluntarily made rounds on the floor and delighted many children.
Later Kyle received a gift of Spartan clothes to wear in total comfort. Our wonderful
friends continue to amaze us with their kindness and true Spartan spirit.”

New rules on parent rights appeals
Gongwer News Service
June 6, 2003

Individuals appealing the loss of their parental rights will have a shorter
timespan to file appeals with the state’s highest courts, the Supreme Court ruled.
Saying it is critical to give children caught in such disputes assurance they will
have a permanent home as quickly as possible, the court said new rules setting a
28-day limit on the time appellants will have to appeal the loss of parental rights
judgments of the Court of Appeals to the Supreme Court will go into effect Sept. 1.

The rules were initially proposed in April 2002 and public comment in the
rules was aired in September 2002. The 28 days for filing for an appeal to the high
court is half the 56 days criminal case appellants have to file an appeal.  Civil case
appellants have 42 days.Other rule changes adopted Friday include a decision not
to accept late applications to file for leave to appeal to the Supreme Court. To read
the entire rule changes click here.

Malynda Little

Kyle and Sparty at the U-M
Hospital in Ann Arbor.

FIA employees helped deliver
the signed memorabilia for
Kyle and his twin

MSU Alumni Association photo
Used with permission
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Morgan’s “Carnival”
By Margaret M. Kozuch

Date
June 6, 2003

Goal
Raise money for children FIA
serves through carnival events.

Games
Face painting, toss the can,
football throw, miniature golf, “Go
fish”, hockey blow up stick/hit the
ball, ring toss, bean bag basket
game, dart throwing contest
(Morgan had a self portrait of her
face for the dart board).

Gift Redemption Table
Game tickets purchased were
redeemable at the gift redemption
table. Gifts were from Morgan and
brother Parker’s personal
childhood collection including
dress up hats and treasures from
the family household. The children
loved it!  Morgan’s father, Richard,
worked hard to get the yard
looking good for this event.

Attendance
125 children and adults attended
including children from the
neighborhood, friends, school
classmates and teachers.

Assistance
Morgan got help from her mother
Pam, father Richard, brother
Parker, friends & neighbors.

Success!
Morgan’s carnival raised $300 that
was donated to mid-Michigan
adoptions. All donated funds will
be used to provide incentive gifts,
special supplies and needed
items for the children that the FIA
Adoption Program that serves 25
counties. The donation was
submitted to the Midland-Gladwin
FIA fiscal unit. Requests for funds
will be submitted by adoption
specialist to the adoption
supervisor for review and approval.

Carnival nets $300 for adoptions
Midland girl, family & friends put on special event
From Margaret M. Kozuch, Adoption Supervisor
FIA Zone 2 Office, Midland
Kozuchm@michigan.gov
n Irene Waller of FIA Zone 2 Office was instrumental in ensuring publication of this story.
I had a wonderful experience and want to share it. Morgan Boundy is a 5th grader
that just “graduated” from Blessed Sacrament School, Midland. She planned a

carnival at her home to raise money for children that FIA
serves. It was a fun event.

Morgan’s mom told me about this fundraiser and said
Morgan wanted to come to deliver the money to me.
Morgan and her mom heard of my proposed plan – to use
the money to purchase gifts, incentives & books for
children our adoption staff are working with that need
recognition, hope and encouragement. They supported
the proposal and gave our agency a check for $300 to
use for the FIA Adoption Program, specifically for

children’s needs. Isn’t that amazing! A young girl so compassionate and
advocating so well for children. I told her she is a teacher to me and many others.

I also told them a boy our staff is working with is 15 years old and has experienced
severe neglect-abuse. He loves to cook and is excited, as he’ll be adopted soon.
Morgan and her mom purchased the book “The Joy of Cooking” for him and Morgan
wrote in the book to him. Isn’t this a wonderful story? I asked Morgan & her family
if I had permission to share this event and they consented. What follows is
Morgan’s description of this great day.

I always wanted a carnival
By Morgan Boundy, Midland
I always wanted a backyard carnival – with games, balloons, facepainting, treats,
prizes and lots of fun! My third grade teacher, Mrs. Capriccioso at Blessed
Sacrament, inspired me and others to give back to those in need. As a class
project throughout the year, we individually did chores at home and earned money

to purchase items that children would need when
they had to leave their homes. Each month
during the school year we brought in items that
we were fortunate to have and wanted other
children to have the same comforts.

To celebrate my ninth birthday in third grade I had
the whole class to a swim party and asked each
guest to bring as item such as backpacks,
overnight bags, and books to donate to the
Family Independence Agency so we could give
these items to children that might need them. All
my classmates were very generous in donating to
the cause. I was so pleased that my classmates
also enjoyed giving to others. When it came time
for my backyard carnival I was reminded of the
idea to donate back to those less fortunate. The
seed that Mrs. Capriccioso and my parents had
planted came back to me. It really is a lot more
fun to do things for others. The whole time I was

Morgan Boundy

Morgan’s party invitation
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planning the carnival I was thinking that this would be fun and others would benefit
from my efforts.

The whole process was so exciting! I made lists of all that I needed to do. I created
the invitations on my computer, came up with the date and time. I thought the last
day of school would be just perfect! I handed invitations out at Blessed Sacrament
to all the lower grades since we all know each other there. My mother took me
around to some friends’ houses that have small children and handed them
invitations.

I was getting very excited about having the carnival as others were asking me
questions and even volunteering to help. My neighbor, Mrs. Fisher, offered right
away to do facepainting. She also brought her three children and their friends from
Plymouth School.

My parents helped me put the games up and decorate our backyard. We made
signs, worked out how the event would run, got my cash register ready and
decided how much to charge. I thought 25 cents a ticket and 5 tickets for a dollar
would be just the right price. I had hundreds of items we collected from all over our
house.

The last week of school was very busy, but the carnival was held on a beautiful
sunny afternoon on June 6. My classmate Rita Morse came over and really worked
hard helping us pop popcorn and put it into bags, make the lemonade, sort out the
prizes, set up the redemption tables and try out all the games.

When the time came for the carnival other classmates came and offered to help,
which was such a relief because we had about 125 children there and things were
getting a little busy. My brother, Parker, helped with the football throw out in the
backyard. That game was very popular because all the boys wanted to play! My
father ran the concession stand and my mother did all the restocking and helping
out everywhere, thanking everyone for coming and supporting my backyard
carnival.

When the three hours where up all the prizes, drinks and food were gone. We had
about a half-hour before it started to rain. We quickly cleaned up everything and
sat down to count the money and talk about how much fun we had!

My parents really helped me put the carnival together and I told them I had so
much fun. I will always remember my backyard carnival and the money I raised to
give to the Family Independence Agency.

Having fun
during
Morgan’s
June 6
backyard
carnival

Richard Boundy

Pam Boundy

Have a story to tell
about an exemplary
employee, customer
or citizen in your
community?
The FIA is a “people” agency.
FIA employees, services and
programs all serve people.
Sometimes altruistic citizens
like Morgan and her family
help the FIA, too. Morgan
became aware of the FIA
Adoption Program after
Margaret Kozuch gave a
presentation to her class. FIA
Icon Online welcomes stories
like these as long as there is
a link to the FIA. The stories
you read here were approved
by customers and families
who approved the publication
of their names, photos and
case information, if applicable,
by signing a Consent for
Publication form,
downloadable from the MS
Word template: 0199.doc .



Help available online
Interactive screening for eating disorders & anxiety available
for state employees
Screening for anxiety, eating disorders, depression, and alcohol concerns is now
available online through the Employee Service Program. These free five-minute
online screenings are anonymous and provide instant feedback, advising you if
your responses are consistent with any of these treatable medical conditions. You
will also learn how to use your insurance benefit to obtain treatment services. To
take any of the four screenings online, visit www.mentalhealthscreening.org/
screening, enter the keyword  “espmi” and follow the instructions.

Please note that while all four screening procedures are available online, only the
alcohol and depression screenings are available by telephone (toll free 1-800-
887-5676). Since screening for anxiety and eating disorders is new, a bit of
information about both of these conditions may be helpful (unless otherwise noted,
all information is courtesy of the National Institute of Mental Health). For over four
million Americans, constant anxiety seriously interferes with their lives. The
Employee Service Program can now help you screen for:
Generalized Anxiety Disorder

Everyone feels anxious or worried at times and these feelings usually
come and go with changing circumstances.  However, for people with an anxiety
disorder, worry and anxiety is a constant presence that interferes with their lives.
Often this anxiety will seem to be without any particular cause and will have
symptoms such as difficulty concentrating, being easily startled, headaches,
muscle tension, heart palpitations, sweating, nausea, sleep problems and
irritability.
Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD)

Sometimes witnessing or being involved in horrific events such as war,
acts of violence, threats, abuse, accidental deaths and injuries, or natural
disasters can result in anxiety problems with symptoms that may be delayed for
months or years.  PTSD symptoms last for one month or more and can include
those mentioned above, and/or reliving the event and/or avoiding reminders of it,
social withdrawal and mistrust, amnesia for parts of what happened, feelings of
shame or guilt, substance abuse or other self-destructive behaviors.   Diets and
exercise programs are a part of our culture. However, eating disorders involve a
serious disturbance in eating behavior, ranging from extreme and unhealthy
reduction in food intake to severe overeating. Often other harmful behaviors,
motivated by a compulsion to lose weight, will be involved.
Anorexia Nervosa
This disorder is characterized by an intense fear of becoming fat, even if the person
is underweight. People with this disorder see themselves as overweight even if they
are dangerously thin, and will often exercise compulsively to reduce their weight.
Women with anorexia may have infrequent or absent menstrual periods.
Binge Eating Disorder
This is characterized by episodes of eating an excessive amount of food within a
short period of time, with a sense of lack of control over eating during these
episodes. Eating at these times is often rapid, continues past the point of being
uncomfortably full, and may be done in secret.
Bulimia
This has the recurrent episodes of binge eating as described above. In addition,
people with bulimia use medically harmful behaviors to remove (or purge) the
excess food in order to prevent weight gain. Examples of purging include vomiting,
misuse of laxatives or other medications, fasting or excessive exercise. As a result
of this purging, weight is often within a normal range. People with bulimia feel
ashamed when they binge, relieved once they purge, and often do both in secret.

Employee Service
Program
Since 1997 more than 11,000
state of Michigan employees have
used the Employee Service
Program’s Interactive
Screening Program to take a
telephonic screening for
depression or alcohol problems.
Due to the success of this
program in assisting employees
with their questions about alcohol
and depression, the Employee
Service Program is adding
screenings for anxiety and eating
disorders.

Questions?
If you have concerns or questions
about alcohol, anxiety,
depression or eating disorders,
please join the thousands of
State of Michigan employees
who have used this service. If you
would like further information
about the Interactive screening
programs or about depression,
alcohol concerns, or eating or
anxiety disorders, please
telephone the Employee Service
Program in Lansing at 373-7630
or (800) 521-1377. In Detroit call
456-4020 or (800) 872-5563.

www.mentalhealthscreening.org/screening
http://www.mentalhealthscreening.org/screening


Military sensitivity inservice
training held at Mecosta FIA
By Pam Lewis, Family Independence Manager
Mecosta County FIA, Big Rapids
LewisP4@michigan.gov

Mecosta County FIA employees got a taste
for what it is like to be a deployed soldier this
spring. Sergeant First Class Kevin Nemetz  –
who is also a family independence specialist
in Mecosta County – conducted an inservice
training May 27 that included the opportunity
to cook and eat field rations. Using portable
heaters that are included in field rations,
Mecosta County staffers got to cook meals
like pork with gravy and chicken in salsa. The
field rations, each containing close to 3,000
calories according to Kevin, were then served
banquet style so everyone could taste the
culinary masterpieces.

Our FIA “restaurant critics” gave the food
mixed reviews. Overall, peanut butter, cheese
spread, crackers and desserts like cookies,
pound cake, Skittles got high marks from
staff. The canned fruit and vegetarian main
dishes were also popular. Mecosta staff
members weren’t quite as enthused about the
pork, beef and chicken dishes. One person
commented about the meat dishes, “I can see
why they have Tabasco sauce in every ration
kit…to give the food taste or kill the way it
tastes.” The staff members were impressed
that the soldiers could choose the main dish
they wanted to eat from a variety of ethnic
flavors including Mexican, Chinese, Italian and
Kosher choices.

It took about 12 minutes on average to cook the meals during which time Kevin
demonstrated a field pack.  As he unpacked his gear, he explained the signifi-
cance of the gear our soldiers have to carry. It was fascinating to see how they
carry necessary things like toilet paper. Staff tried on gear – including a helmet
and backpack – and could experience for themselves just how heavy these things
are and imagine how difficult it would be to carry them and endure the extreme
heat of Iraq.

Kevin answered questions enthusiastically and did an excellent presentation. As a
result, everyone had a lot of fun while they learned something new.

The Mecosta County FIA Diversity Committee sponsored this event. Committee
members assisted with the presentation. The Diversity Committee has also
“adopted” a couple of military families that each have a deployed family member.
They actively provide support with things like phone cards and other donations, as
well as acknowledging that these families are making great sacrifices.  One
military spouse wrote, “It was great to know there are people who care.”

Sgt. Nemetz readies gear for
Mecosta County staff, who took
part in the feast below during the
military inservice in May.

New child
support
partnership
between FIA,
Attorney
General
Governor Jennifer M. Granholm,
flanked by Family Independence
Agency director Nannette M.
Bowler and Michigan Attorney
General Mike Cox, announced a
new interagency agreement to
improve child support collection in
Michigan on July 1.

Under terms of the agreement,
FIA will continue to manage
Michigan’s Child Support
Enforcement System with
partners throughout the state,
such as Friends of the Court and
prosecuting attorneys. The
Attorney General will be
responsible for felony, non-
support prosecution and legal
representation in actions involving
asset seizures.

During Fiscal Year 2002, the
state collected and paid out $1.45
billion in support to Michigan
families, of approximately $20
billion collected nationally. The
Attorney General has pledged to
increase collections from
delinquent parents.

For more information, consult the
FIA or Attorney General Websites
at www.michigan.gov/fia or
www.michigan.gov/ag.

www.michigan.gov/fia
www.michigan.gov/ag
mailto:lewisp4@michigan.gov


National Runaway Switchboard
Home Free Program
Program Description
In partnership with Greyhound Lines, Inc., the National Runaway Switchboard
helps unite runaway youth with their families, or to transitional living programs. In
addition to a bus ticket home the program provides families with resources in their
community to help start the process toward positive outcomes. Finally, follow-up is
conducted to make sure the youth reached their destination safely and to provide
additional community resources, if necessary.

Under the program parents and/or guardians are eligible to receive a round trip
ticket(s) to travel to the youth’s location for the purpose of escorting the youth
home. The National Runaway Switchboard will provide local referrals for housing
but will not provide funds for housing, meals or personal expenses. Program
specifications are listed below.

Service
Youths 12-20 years of age in 48 contiguous states and Alaska are eligible.

Access and General Qualifications
1. Youth must be between the ages of 12-20.
2. Youth must initiate the process of returning home by calling the National
  Runaway Switchboard at 1-800-621-4000.

3. The parent/legal guardian must have filed a Runaway/Missing Person’s report
with the police within the first five (5) days of the youth leaving home. The report
number is required for records.
4. Youth may only use the program twice in their lifetime.
5. Youth under age 18 can only return to their legal guardian. In cases of
nonparental guardianship, additional documentation may be required.
6. Youth between the ages of I 8-20 may elect to return home, to an extended
family member, or transition into an independent living or transitional living program
nearest their home or family or origin.
7. Youth age 15 and older may travel alone.

Exceptions
1. Youth who are under arrest or mandated by law to return to a detention center,
treatment program or any other mandated residential situation other than to their
parent or legal guardian’s home are not eligible.
2. Youth age 12-14 are ineligible to travel alone unless they meet the following
conditions:
a. The trip must begin and end on the same schedule.
b. The trip will be no longer than five (5) hours in duration.
c. The trip must be completed during daylight hours only.
d. Both the origin and destination stations are full service stations or Greyhound-
operated facilities.
e. The destination station must be open at the time the passenger is scheduled to
arrive.
f. A parent, guardian, or legal custodian of the child must complete Greyhound Line
Inc. authorization forms.

Contact Information
National Runaway Switchboard, 3080 North Lincoln Ave. Chicago III 60657
Toll-free Information Hotline: (800) 621-4000;  Office (voice): (773) 880-9860
Fax: (773) 929-5150;  www.nrscricisline.org

Home free?
Recently, the FIA made news for
sending a 13-year-old runaway girl
home unescorted on a Greyhound
bus. Employees needing to
transport FIA, court or state
wards should refer to Interstate
Compact item CFF 932-5,
Interstate Runaway, Escapee
and Absconder Procedures, or,
in consultation with a supervisor,
consider the National Runaway
Home Free Program for non-FIA
supervised youths with whom we
come into contact.

http://www.nrscrisisline.org


Michigan Youth Leadership Forum
Michigan Commission on Disability Concerns completed the fourth Michigan Youth
Leadership Forum June 22 at Michigan State University. The leadership program
for high school juniors and seniors with disabilities is coordinated by the MCDC in
partnership with other public and private agencies. The commission is administered
through the Family Independence Agency.

The program is based on mentor relationships and developing leadership by
example. Throughout the five-day forum, successful adults with disabilities served
as mentors for students, program presenters and small group leaders. They
assisted youngsters to develop personal leadership plans and helped them realize
their ability to contribute to society.

Thirty-two students from around the state attended the training forum from June 22-
26. They were selected through a competitive application process and attended at
no cost to their families.

During the five days, student delegates worked with mentors, learned about
disability history, the Americans with Disabilities Act and assistive technology,
met state legislators and participated in a mock session at the state Capitol to
draft and vote on a disability issue.

During the final mentor luncheon June 26, MCDC chairperson Lydia Graber talked
about starting the forum in Michigan. “We wanted to do something that impacted
people’s lives,” she said. “We did.”

Graber encouraged delegates to take their new knowledge home to their schools
and communities. “Don’t let someone put on you what you can’t do – that you’re
not OK because you have to do something in a different way.”

FIA director Nannette Bowler passed out certificates to delegates during a
ceremony where she talked about her son who has a disability. “Jon is 21 and a
middle child between two sisters and brothers,” she said. “I wish there was a
program like this for him.”

Bowler said he has a seizure disorder, that he’s had surgery and the seizures
stopped for a time but returned. “It’s hard for Jonathan to accept that he’s different
because everyone’s different,” she said.

Repeating the message Graber offered, Bowler said, “You go out there and don’t
let anyone define your potential.”

Randy Graise, a motivational speaker who runs a Southfield-based business, was
the keynote speaker. Graise has “brittle bone” disease, the affliction portrayed by
Samuel L. Jackson in the film “Unbreakable”.

“I’ve had 52 or 53 broken bones in my life,” said the 36-year-old Graise. “I was born
in Mississippi with two broken legs, a broken arm, disfigured head and more.
Doctors told my folks, ‘You should leave him here because he’ll be dead in about
two weeks.’

“People do not know what your destiny is.”

Mixing humor with life experience and philosophy, Graise told the delegates he
formerly thought of life with disabilities as “living life as a patient – you are told
what to do, what you could do, and what you will do.

Students saw their time at the
youth leadership conference as a
life-changing experience .
During the closing event, many
rose to tell what the four days
meant to them.

“I had no idea it (the week) was
going to be incredible,” said one.
“It changed my life around in the
past five days.”

Other delegates remarked how
different it was from anything in
their experience. “I was scared to
come here,” said one. “I had a big
hole in my life. Now I feel like I
belong. Everyone got their life
changed somehow – something
changed that can’t be taken
away.”

Another delegate said he thought
it would be, “Another government
program to inform us. I didn’t think
there’d be mentors. We learned
who we are and what we can do
with our lives.”

“It’s the best program I’ve ever
been in,” said another. “It made
me proud to be disabled.”

Lydia Graber

Randy Graise



“The gift of disability allows us to be challenged every day,” he said. “It helps us
build character.”

A Detroiter who attended Wayne State University and a private broadcasting
school before eventually becoming a radio disk jockey, Graise told funny stories
about school.

“They told me I’d be ‘mainstreamed’ – put in the general school population with
regular kids,” he said. “I thought, ‘What? Mainstreamed! Have you told my folks
what you’re going to do with me?!”

He said taking swimming in school, while quite a challenge, taught him to “step up
to the plate and do what the other kids do.”

Graise thought his pinnacle arrived when he was recruited to work for Ameritech in
Lansing. “My momma thought, ‘My baby got a management job with the phone
company!’ But we knew we were living in Lansing when the restaurants were all
closed at 10 p.m.”

His final word to delegates: “Take those jewels you learned here back to the
community. You can do these things.”

The annual youth forum is not a state-funded event. It is supported financially by
businesses, private corporations, nonprofit and state agencies and individuals.
Major corporate sponsors this year included General Motors, Alcoa Foundation,
Cascade Engineering and SBC, formerly known as Ameritech.

Gerry Mutty, MCDC retired staff director who co-hosted the event with Graber, said
one of the important aspects of providing leadership training for youth is the follow
up.

“This means developing, supporting and providing information about leadership
opportunities for students at the local, state and federal levels,” he said. “It may
also mean that at some point the older leaders may need to step aside and let the
young leaders take their place.”

Michigan Commission on Disability Concerns is comprised of 21 members
appointed by the governor and staff persons based in Lansing. It acts as a
resource and advocacy agency for Michigan citizens with disabilities. For more
information about the Michigan Youth Leadership Forum, contact Margaret Heiser.

New law curbs
‘Spam’ e-mail
Governor Jennifer M. Granholm
said July 14 she signed a bill to
help Michigan citizens protect
their online privacy. Granholm
signed House Bill 4519 which
creates measures to cut down on
“spam” e-mail as part of a group
of 21 bills she signed into law.

“As someone who relies on e-mail
every day, it gives me great
personal pleasure to sign a law
that will help stem the tide of
spam e-mail for Michigan’s
citizens,” Granholm said.

When it becomes effective on
Sept. 1, the new law will provide
Michigan consumers with the
tools to control e-mail “Spam” and
will help curb the influx of
unwanted e-mail solicitations.

The new law requires that senders
of unsolicited commercial e-mail
include a subject line reading
“ADV:” as the first four characters
of the subject line, certain contact
information, and a valid method for
consumers to opt out of receiving
future emails. The sender also
would be required to establish and
maintain the necessary policies
and records to ensure that a
recipient who opted out of
receiving e-mail solicitations does
not receive future spam.

Violation of the law would result in
a misdemeanor punishable by
imprisonment for up to one year
and/or a fine of up to $10,000. A
civil action could be brought by
the Attorney General’s office or by
the recipient of an unsolicited
commercial e-mail.

“This will begin to return control of
the e-mail in-box to the
consumer,” Granholm said. “It
provides new regulation that
solicitors must follow and (allows)
consumers to opt-out.”

mailto:heiserm@michigan.gov

